MOSLEM .SCHISMS AND SECTS

had been neither a Sifri nor one of the Azarikah. In the
days when Bishr ibn-Marwan was governor of al-Irak
tinder his brother %'Abd-al-Malik ibn-Marwan, Salih rebelled
against him. Bishr sent al-Harith ibn-'Umair to fight him.
Al-Mawayim says that Salih rebelled against al-Hajjaj
ibn-Yusuf,1 and that it was al-Hajjaj who sent al-Harith
ibn-'Umair to fight him, and that the battle between the
two came to a head before the gate of Fort Halula. Salih,
having been defeated and wounded, took to flight, and
being near to death he said to his companions: " I name
Shabib my successor over you. I know there are among
you some who are more learned than he, but he is a brave
man in the opinion of your enemies, and feared by them.
He among you who is learned, let him help him with his
knowledge." Therefore, as soon as he died, his followers
paid allegiance to Shabib, until he came to differ with Salih
about a certain thing, i. e. he and some of his followers
countenanced the Imamate of one of their women, when
she took a prominent place in their affairs, and led them out
against their opponents. They claimed, moreover, that
90 Ghazalah, the mother of Shabib, held the Imamate after
the murder of Shabib, until she was killed. This they
proved by the fact that when Shabib entered al-Kufah, he
made his mother mount the pulpit of al-Kufah, in order to
preach. The historians report that at the beginning of these
affairs, Shabib went to Syria and came to Ruh ibn-Zinba' 2
and said to him: "Ask the Amir of the Faithful to assign a
stipend for me, as one on the honor-roll; for I have a large
following among the banu-Shaiban." So Ruh ibn-Zinba*
asked this of 'Abd-al-Malik ibn-Marwan. But the latter
replied: " I do not know this man, and I fear that he is a

1 Tabarl, ibid., vol. iv, pp. 7, 114 ^ seq.

2 Tabarl-De Goejie, vol. ii, pp. 424, 460, 461.
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